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1. This international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) is issued by the International Bureau on behalf of the 
International Searching Authority under Rule 44 bis.l(a). 

2. This REPORT consists of a total of 8 sheets, including this cover sheet. 

In the attached sheets, any reference to the written opinion of the International Searching Authority should be read as a reference 
to the international preliminary report on patentability (Chapter I) instead. 
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Certain observations on the international application 
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date (Rule 44bis .2). 
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Basis of the opinion 
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Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43b/s.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 

Certain defects in the international application 

Certain observations on the international application 

FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made, this opinion will usually be considered to be a 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority ("IPEA"). However, this does not apply where 
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International Bureau under Rule 66.15/s(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 
will not be so considered. 

If this opinion is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA, the applicant is invited to 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, with amendments, before the expiration of three 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/ISA/220 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCT/ISA/220. 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 

Industrial applicability (IA) 



Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 

Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 



3-5, 11-12, 14-16, 27-30, 35-36 
1-2, 6-10, 13, 17-26, 31-34, 37-38 



1-38 
1-38 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Form PCT/fSA/237 (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE , * , 

INTERNATIONAL SEARCHING Internatronal appl.cation No. 

AUTHORITY (SEPARATE SHEET) PCT/US2005/000813 

Re Item V 

Reasoned statement with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 Reference is made to the following document: 

D1 : US 2002/1 42846 A1 (PAULSEN CRAIG A) 3 October 2002 (2002-1 0-03) 

D2: US 2003/054868 A1 (PAULSEN CRAIG A ET AL) 20 March 2003 (2003-03-20) 

D3: US 2003/232640 A1 (WALKER JAY S ET AL) 1 8 December 2003 (2003-1 2-1 8) 

D4: US 2003/1 4881 2 A1 (PAULSEN CRAIG A ET AL) 7 August 2003 (2003-08-07) 



2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. ' 

Document D1 discloses a gaming system comprising 

a network server (p.2 § 1 5) comprising a gaming server controller comprising a 
processor and a memory operatively coupled to said processor and 
a gaming apparatus (p.2 § 1 1) comprising a controller comprising a processor and a 
memory operatively coupled to said processor. 

The gaming apparatus comprises a display unit and a value input device (p.1 § 3) 
The gaming apparatus is programmed to cause the display unit to generate a game 
display (p.2 § 11). 

The gaming apparatus controller is programmed to determine a value pay-out 
associated with an outcome of a game (p.2 § 4). 

The gaming apparatus comprises an identification device (p.8 § 67). 

A player is identified with the identification device of the gaming apparatus. 

The identified player can input preferences in the gaming apparatus (p.2 § 1 1), 

including preferred games and preferred game characteristics. 

The preferences are stored in the memory of the network server (p.2 § 15). 

When the player identifies himself again on a gaming apparatus, the gaming apparatus 
controller requests the identified player's preferences from the network server (p.2 § 
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11). 

The network server controller selects the identified player's preferences (p.2 § 15), 
including the preferred games. 

The network server selects therefore a game from a plurality of games based upon said 
first player preferences. 

The identified player's preferences are transferred to the gaming apparatus (p.2 § 15, 
p.8 § 70). 

The gaming apparatus controller reconfigures the stored programs of the gaming 
apparatus based upon said preferences automatically or after a dialogue with the 
player: display output related to the preferences / input from the player (p.8 § 71) . 

As a consequence, the subject-matter of claim 1 is not new. 



3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 9 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 

Document D1 discloses a gaming apparatus comprising: 
a display unit and a value input device (p.1 § 3); 

a controller operatively coupled to said display unit and said value input device, said 
controller comprising a processor and a memory operatively coupled to said processor 
(p.2 §11), 

said controller being programmed to receive preference data relating to preferences of 
a first player, including preferred games (p.2 § 18), 

the controller is programmed to provide a game selection with said preferred games 
(p.2 §18, p.8 §71), 

the controller is therefore programmed to select a game from a plurality of available 
games based upon the player's preferences, 

said controller being programmed to cause said display unit to generate a game 
selection display relating to said game selection (p.8 § 71), 

said controller being programmed to cause said display unit to generate a game display 
relating to one of the following games: a game from said preferred games, poker, 
blackjack, slots, keno (p.2 § 13), 

said controller being programmed to determine a value pay-out associated with an 
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outcome of said game (p.2 § 4). 
As a consequence, the subject-matter of claim 9 is not new. 



4 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 22 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

The subject-matter of claim 22 differs from the subject-matter of claim 9 in that the 

player preferences are game characteristics instead of games. 

Document D1 discloses also game characteristics as player preferences (p.2 § 1 1). 

As a consequence, the subject-matter of claim 22 is not new. 



5 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 33 

The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1) PCT, because the 
subject-matter of claim 1 is not new in the sense of Article 33(2) PCT. 

Document D1 discloses a gaming method, comprising: 
receiving identification data relating to the identity of a first player (p. 8 § 67), 
receiving player profile data relating to a player profile associated with said player 
identity, said player profile comprising preference data relating to preferences of said 
first player (p.2 § 1 8, p.8 § 68); 

selecting a game from a plurality of available games based upon said first player 
preferences to provide a game selection (p.2 § 18, p.8 § 71); 
causing a game selection display relating to said game selection comprising said 
selected game to be generated (p.8 § 71 ); 

causing a game display of one of the following games to be generated: 
a game from said game selection, poker, blackjack, slots, keno (p.2 § 13); 
and 

determining a value pay-out associated with an outcome of said game represented by 
said video image (p.2 § 4). 
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As a consequence, the subject-matter of claim 33 is not new. 
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6 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2, 6-8, 1 0, 1 3, 1 7-21 , 23-26, 31 -32, 34, 37-38 

The additional subject-matter of claims 2, 6-8, 10, 13, 17-21, 23-26, 31-32, 34, 37-38 is 

disclosed in document D1 (p.2 § 1 1 ,1 3,1 5; p.8 § 67,71 ; fig.2). 

As a consequence, the subject-matter of these claims is not new (Article 33(2) PCT). 



7 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 3-5, 1 4-1 6, 27-30, 35-36 

The additional subject-matter of claims 3-5, 14-16, 27-30, 35-36 refers to the 

implementation of rules for selecting a game. 

Such rules constitute a choice of non-technical character. 

They do not contribute to the solution of a technical problem and do not have an effect 
beyond the control of the I/O devices normally carried out by such programs. 
The implementation of these rules is obvious for the person skilled in the art. 

As a consequence, the subject-matter of claims 3-5, 14-16, 27-30, 35-36 does not 
involve an inventive step (Article 33(3) PCT). 



8 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 11-12 

The additional subject-matter of claims 11-12 refers to implementation details. These 
claims do not contain any features which, in combination with the features of any claim 
to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in respect of inventive step 
(Article 33(3) PCT). 
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